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Sunday, Apr 11, 2010   

The Beginning  

Canberra, 11 April 2010 

I should be at sea today on HMB Endeavour. It sailed 
this morning. 

But LΩƳ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ 
physio exercises to mend the damage I did to shoulder 
and foot on my Old Mail Routes trip. 

But, fortuitously, I was able to swap from my originally 
booked Broken Bay voyage, on which I would have had 
ǘƻ ǇƻǎŜ ŀǎ [ƻƴƎ WƻƘƴ {ƛƭǾŜǊΣ ǘƻ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ WŜǊǾƛǎ .ŀȅ 
voyage, giving me more time to convert my hobble to ς 
at least, I hope ς a well-disguised limpless amble. 

HMB Endeavour is a replica of the original HMB 
Endeavour in which James Cook (with the rank of 
Lieutenant, but commonly referred to as Captain) 
circumnavigated the globe 1768-1771. It was during this 
voyage that he visited lands that would come to be 
known as New Zealand and Australia.  

Ia.Κ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛƴ WŀƳŜǎ /ƻƻƪΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ aŀƧŜǎǘȅΩǎ .ŀǊƪΦ /ƻƻƪ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘ ŀǎ 
Iƛǎ .ǊƛǘŀƴƴƛŎƪ aŀƧŜǎǘȅΩǎ .ŀǊƪΗ  .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ .ŀǊƪ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
Endeavour on the Endeavour Replica site. 

My initial interest in undertaking the voyage was to experience life at sea on a tall sailing ship 
as part of understanding and relating to the vicissitudes of an early immigrant making the 
voyage to Australia. It was another page in the life of my great grandfather, William Crick, along 
with the my interest if following his Old Mail Routes. The Bark Endeavour was almost a 
hundred years earlier than the Barque Sibella, on which he and his brother Thomas emigrated, 
but it would be as close as I could get to going to sea on a vessel of a similar ilk. 

With the Endeavour, there was the added attraction, which became an increased focus of 
interest, of being taken back not only to the voyage of James Cook himself, which remains of 
signal significance for Australia, but to the life, challenges and dramas of so many sea 
adventurers, both naval and civilian, of past centuries.  

I once spent the best part of a day in the Vasa Museet in Stockholm, which houses an intact 
17

th
 century Swedish warship, the Vasa, salvaged from beneath the mud of Stockholm Harbour. 

AccoǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ мтth century intact warship in the world.  Quite a story; 
and an amazing experience to explore its every nook. I also kept filed away a folder of 

HMB Endeavour 

http://www.motorcyclemeanders.com/old_mail_routes_44.html
http://www.anmm.gov.au/site/page.cfm?u=1372
http://www.motorcyclemeanders.com/old_mail_routes_44.html
http://www.vasamuseet.se/sitecore/content/Vasamuseet/InEnglish/About/VasaMuseum.aspx
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reproductions of many original papers relating to the Endeavour and Capt Cook that was 
published by the Sydney Sun Herald to mark the 200th ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ 
what later became Botany Bay. That was in 1970. 

The anticipation and interest in undertaking an Endeavour voyage, as I recall and re-discover 
my treasure troves, is expanding by the day, interrupted only by my desperation to recover 
from my foot injury incurred during my Old Mail Routes trip.  

 

 

Monday, Apr 12, 2010   

Cooktown  

Canberra, 12 April 2010 

IŀǾƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ōƭƻƎΣ L ǘƘŜƴ 
ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ia. 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ 
quite put to sea. It had set sail into 
Sydney Harbour but had spent the day 
coping with a new lot of land lubbers 
learning the ropes. It anchored in the 
harbour for the night. No doubt, by 
now, it has glided through the heads 
with sails billowing and set a course for 
somewhere vaguely between north 
and east. 

I was reminded by the current Shen 
Neng 1 saga of another incident of 
damage to the Great Barrier Reef 
caused by a ship trying to short-cut its 

way across the coral shoals. That was 
ƛƴ мттлΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ WŀƳŜǎ 
Cook. The ship, of course, was HMB Endeavour. 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊΩǎ ƭƻƎ-keeping was a deal more accurate than the Shen Neng 
мΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ Ǌŀƴ ŀƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘe reef at 11.00pm on 10 June 1770. Some seven days later, 
cautiously watched by the local native inhabitants, the Guugu Yimithirr people, the badly damaged 

Endeavour slowly made its way into their protective estuary 
and beached at their river mouth.  

The Endeavour and its crew spent 48 days there, repairing 
the hull, replenishing their food and water, documenting 
new plant and animal species and, importantly, making 
contacts with their hosts.  Their sojourn there is considered 
the first settlement of Europeans in this Great Southern 
Land. 

 

 

 

Cooktown Harbour 

Endeavour in Cooktown 

http://www.motorcyclemeanders.com/old_mail_routes_44.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010/04/12/2869845.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010/04/12/2869845.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guugu_Yimithirr_tribe
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Today, the place is called Cooktown. The river is called the Endeavour (named by Cook). The 
ƻŦŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŜŦ ƛǎ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ wŜŜŦΦ !ƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ Ƴore... 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ WŀƳŜǎ /ƻƻƪ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ Lǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ 
ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ŎǊŜǿΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǳǳƎǳ 
Yimithirr people. It also has treasures from the Endeavour, such as its anchor and a cannon (or 
maybe more ς L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊύ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻƻƪ ƘŀŘ ƧŜǘǘƛǎƻƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŜŦ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ 
enough keel room to get across the coral.  

 

I guess there would not have been any oil spillage from the incident. 
 
 

 

Tuesday, Apr 13, 2010   

At sea 240 Years Ago  

Canberra, 13 April 2010 

I wondered today where Cook might have been on this day 240 years ago as he approached a 
shore line whose length would stagger him. 

On 13 April 1770, he recorded in his journal: 

ά[ƛƎƘǘ !ƛǊǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ŀ /ŀƭƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ƭŜŀǊ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΤ ǿƘŀǘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƛƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
North-West quarter. In the Course of this day found the Variation to be 12 degrees 27 minutes 
East, being at Noon, by observation, in the Latitude of 39 degrees 23 minutes South, and 
Longitude 204 degrees 2 minutes West; Course and distance since Yesterday noon South 62 
degrees West, 26 Miles, and Longitude made frƻƳ /ŀǇŜ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ му ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ п ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ²ŜǎǘΦέ 

The Endeavour was in South Pacific cruise mode. Pretty much a calm, smooth ride; and only 26 
miles covered in 24 hours. He could have gone faster in Broken Bay or Jervis Bay. I guess there 
has to some peaceful moments in a three year journey. Maybe even in a 5 or 6 day journey. 

I discovered that Cook was right in the middle of a revolution in sea navigation. Accurate 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƎƻŀƭΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ /ƻƻƪΩǎ ǾƻȅŀƎŜǎ 
that significant changes took place, especially with the invention of the chronometer. Cook, in 
fact used different methods of longitude measurement on his first and subsequent voyages: 
James Cook used K1, a copy of H4, on his second and third voyages, having used the lunar 
distance method on his first voyage.(Wikipedia) 

Interestingly, while longitude came to be measured and recorded in terms of 0º-180º E or W of 
Greenwich, Cook recorded his longitude today as 204ºнΩ²Φ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘǊŜǿ ƳŜΗ ¢ƻƻƪ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
penny to drop; and realise he was saying 180º-(204ºнΩ-180º)W - no, that would now be E, or 
180º-24ºнΩ9Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎΣ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǿŀǎ мррº руΩ9Η  

Anyway, on this day 140 years ago, he was definitely at sea. You can view the map below to see 
just where he was. You can also zoom in or out and move it around - if only to see how much 
water surrounded him. 

 View map: James Cooks Voyage April 1770  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Cook
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larcum_Kendall#K1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunar_distance_method
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunar_distance_method
http://maps.google.com.au/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=112380960384557728808.0004841642f03f77492e3&t=h&ll=-35.764343,150.787354&spn=4.278534,7.03125&z=7&source=embed
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Wednesday, Apr 14, 2010   

Frustrations and Repairs  

Canberra, 14 April 2010 

HMB Endeavour ς the 20th century version ς we are told, experienced a wind drop overnight and is 
currently easing its way to Broken Bay for lunch. The 18th century version, on this day 240 years ago, 
ǿŀǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƭƻǿŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛƴŎƘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ǿŜǎǘǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ άŎŀƭƳ ǎŜǊŜƴŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊέ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 
the previously rŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ όōȅ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴύ ±ŀƴ 5ƛŜƳŜƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘΦ  

The Endeavour, by now, 
was over 21 months 
into its voyage. Cook 
reports today that the 
άǎǇǊƛǘǎŀƛƭ ǘƻǇǎŀƛƭέ όǿƘŀǘ 
our voyage crew 
manual calls the sprit 
topsail) was torn to rags 
and not fit for purpose. 
He used the remnants 
to repair two top gallant 
sails that themselves 
had become so ragged 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ 
was worth using new 

canvas to repair them. 
He expressed the 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƪŜǎƘƛŦǘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ Ǝŀƭƭŀƴǘǎ άƭŀǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΦέ 
¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎŀƴǾŀǎ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƛŦ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎΗ bƻ ǊƻƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ 
for bringing out the new if the old could still be used somehow or other.  

IŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ LΩŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ς by translating his 204ºнΩ² ǘƻ мррºруΩ9Σ LΩƳ 
ƴƻǿ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ǎǳǊŜΦ LΩƳ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нлth century version has it 
all sorted out and can cast light on the issue! 

Today, Cook records his longitudinal position only in terms of 18ºнмΩ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ Cape Farewell 
(NZ).   Wikipedia tells me Cape Farewell is at 172ºпмΩ9Φ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ŀǘ мрпºнлΩ9Φ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ŀǎ муºлпΩΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
placed him at 154ºотΩ9Φ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΦ   
 
I have started a slide show. It's only got photos relevant to the blogs so far. But it will grow. 

 

 

Cook's Journal 14 April 1770 
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Thursday, Apr 15, 2010   

Another Day, Another Voyage  

Canberra, 15 April 2010 

[ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǿƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛŘŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ƴƻtorcyclist. Sometimes the twists 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
road, as happened on my endeavour to track down Old Mail Routes.  

My anticipation of sailing on HMB Endeavour has yet again taken another turn. With the combined 
efforts of physiotherapist and podiatrist to have my foot bundled like a baby in swaddling-clothes, 
only more strategically accomplished, I was ready to tackle anything on or below decks. But, in the 
interests of frank and fearless disclosure (no doubt from years of working for The Government), I 
had to admit that scuttling up and down ǘƘŜ Ǌŀǘ ƭƛƴŜǎ όǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƴŜǊΣ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭ ǊƻǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƛƎƎƛƴƎύ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘΦ CƻǊǘǳƛǘƻǳǎƭȅΣ bŜǇǘǳƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǎƛŘŜΤ ŀƴŘ 
transferring to the 
Botany Bay voyage from 
25-29 April was on 
ƻŦŦŜǊΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ 
to accept, bolstered by 
the confidence that 
another week of physio 
will deliver a safely 
ratlineable foot. 

While initially 
disappointed in having 
to forego the Jervis Bay 
voyage (attracted by 
going south and having 
an extra day at sea), I 
soon came to 
appreciate that the 
Botany Bay voyage had 
a special dimension to 

it. In fact, two special 
dimensions. The 
Endeavour sails into Botany Bay on the same day as Lt Cook did on his Endeavour exactly 240 years 
earlier. And the crew get to participate in a Two Cultures Ceremony to mark the anniversary. 

On entering the bay or kamay (pron Gamay), as the local people called the area and which came to 
ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ .ƻǘŀƴȅ .ŀȅΣ /ƻƻƪ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ άƻƴ ōƻǘƘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀȅέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
from the Gweagal  and Kameygal peoples. On landing on the southern shore, he would have first 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǿŜŀƎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀȅΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ 
most of the 240 years since that encounter for the European settlers that followed to appreciate the 
upheaval s that ensued from that day. Today, the Kurranulla Aboriginal Corporation represents the 
local indigenous peoples.  

²Ƙŀǘ ƻŦ /ƻƻƪΩǎ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ƻƴ мр !ǇǊƛƭ мттлΚ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻǇǳƭǎƛƻƴΦ  ! 
fresh gale moved in, allowing Endeavour to make 79 miles over the 24 hours from midday the day 
before. Its longitude is now 20ºнΩ² ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǇŜ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŀǘ мрнºофΩ9Φ /ƻƻƪ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀǿ ŀ ƎŀƴƴŜǘΥ άǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ .ƛǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƪƻƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀƴŘΦ ²Ŝ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ Ǝƻing 
ŀƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƴƻ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ млл ŀƴŘ мол ŦŀǘƘƻƳǎ ƭƛƴŜΦΩ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
before he would see land.  

 

Cook's Journal 15-16 April 1770 

http://www.motorcyclemeanders.com/old_mail_routes_44.html
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Friday, Apr 16, 2010   

Cook's Journal  

Canberra, 16 April 2010 

LΩƳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ 

ƻǳǘΦ LΩƳ pretty much mobile, but with an little effort. 

Another week will ensure a much greater degree of 

ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦ !ƴŘ LΩǾŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǿŀǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ 

the significance of the new dates...entering into Botany 

Bay on 28th as Cook did; and remembering the 

historical and cultural upheavals that began that day. 

With my voyage another week away, I might content 
myself over the next week with a brief mention of 
where the 18th century Endeavour was on the 
corresponding day in 1770. 

Today, Cook recorded that fresh gales continued. At 
ƴƻƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ƭŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ офȏплΩ{ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ 
ƳŀŘŜ ннȏлнΩ ƻŦ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǇŜ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ŀǘ мрлȏофΩ9Φ /ƻƻƪ recorded that the 
Endeavour travelled 108 miles from midday the day 

before.   

/ƻƻƪΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ōƛt of your time. 

/ƻƻƪΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳōƻ ƭƻƎ ŀƴŘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΦ IŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻŦŦ ōȅ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƭƻƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ 
vital information about weather, position, and other key data ς a sort of 18th century version of 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ōƻȄ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƭŀƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ was more a description of events, discoveries, 
observations, opinions and thoughts. Cook was taken by the journalising of Banks and took up the 
same practice. He eventually combined his log obligations within his journal. 

Cook most probably wrote his entries more often than not after he had taken his midday 
measurements of his latitude and longitude. Several entries start with a sentence on the weather, 
which presumably is the weather as he writes. Then he often picks up from midday the day before 
and records ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ 
writing. Finally, he records the log information of position, course and distance travelled. 

Cover of Cook's Journal 
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There is a transcription 
of his journal housed by 
the South Australian 
Library: transcription of 
Cook's journal. 
 
You can even read the 
actual manuscript 
(actual, as in digitised!). 
LǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
National Library of 
Australia: manuscript of 
his journal. You will 
need a small key to 
navigate it. The key is 
that Item 222r contains 

entries from 10-13 April 
1770. So start 

somewhere around that number and work from there. 

There is also a map on-ƭƛƴŜ ǘǊŀŎƛƴƎ /ƻƻƪΩǎ ǾƻȅŀƎŜ Řŀȅ ōȅ ŘŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Library of Australia: Cook across the Tasman. My positioning of the Endeavour is out by several 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀǇΦ  L ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƻƻƪΩǎ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘƛƴŀƭ 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ /ŀǇŜ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀΩǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ǘǊŀŎƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴ 
/ƻƻƪΩǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, Apr 17, 2010   

Coping with Longitude  

Canberra, 17 April 2010 

Today is another day on which I should have been heading out on HMB Endeavour; but am still at 
ƘƻƳŜΦ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ όŀƎŀƛƴύ ǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ς this time to the Botany Bay voyage of 
25-29 April.  

For Cook and his Endeavour, the night of 15-16 April 1770 seemingly kept the evening and night 
watches on their toes. By 5.00pm on the 16thΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ άŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŜŜŦ ώǘƘŜϐ ǘƻǇǎŀƛƭǎΦέ !ǘ уΦллǇƳΣ 
ǘƘŜȅ άǿƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘǿŀǊŘΦέ !ǘ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ άǿƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ-²ŜǎǘέΦ  
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŀǘ пΦллŀƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ άwore and stood to the Southward, having a fresh Gale at West-South-West, 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ǉǳŀƭƭǎΦέ 

¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀȅƭƛƎƘǘΥ άǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ /ƭŜŀǊΩŘ ǳǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ммΣ 
gave us an Opportunity of taking several observations of thŜ {ǳƴ ŀƴŘ aƻƻƴΦΦΦέ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ahead so was unprepared for this, which included an acknowledgement of some error in 
ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘƛƴŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ aŀȅōŜΣ ƘŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƴƻǘŜŘ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΦ 

First, revealing enough slowness in fathoming longitudinal measurements to have me disbarred 
from setting foot on Endeavour, I finally twigged to the hows and whys  of translatinƎ /ƻƻƪΩǎ 

NLA Map of Cook's voyage across Tasman Sea 

http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/c/cook/james/c77j/index.html
http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/c/cook/james/c77j/index.html
http://www.nla.gov.au/apps/cdview?pi=nla.ms-ms1
http://www.nla.gov.au/apps/cdview?pi=nla.ms-ms1
http://southseas.nla.gov.au/journals/maps/17700416.html
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longitudinal 
calculations into 
current conventional 
ones. I had actually 
come up with the 
correct formula on 13 
April, but that had 
come about not so 
much by an analytical 
understanding as 
much by fiddling the 
numbers until I got 
into the 150s, where I 
knew I had to be. 
Today, in his journal, 
Cook makes it 
glaringly obvious what 
ƘŜΩǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎΦ IŜ 
records άǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴ 
result [of the 
observations] gave 
нлт ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ рс ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ²Ŝǎǘ [ƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴǿƛŎƘΦέ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΗ {ƻΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
westward, he gets half-way around the globe and crosses the 180º meridian; and keeps going 
further west beyond 180ºΦ {ƻΣ ǎǳōǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ мулȏ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ άǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴǿƛŎƘέ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿŜǎǘ όǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŜǎǘΗύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мулȏ ƳŜǊƛŘƛŀƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ нтȏрсΩ² όƻŦ ǘƘŜ мулȏ 
meridian). But the current convention is to measure Longitude in this part of the globe by counting 
Ŝŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ DǊŜŜƴǿƛŎƘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мулȏ ƳŜǊƛŘƛŀƴΦ {ƻΣ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜ ŀ άǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ мулȏ ƳŜǊƛŘƛŀƴέ 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴ άŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ лȏ όDǊŜŜƴǿƛŎƘύ ǇƻƛƴǘέΣ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜƴ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳōǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
180º. That would be мрнȏлпΩ9ŀǎǘ (of 0º (Greenwich)).  

{ƻǊǊȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƎŜǘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
remedial training with the sextant.  

!ƴȅǿŀȅΣ /ƻƻƪ ǘƘŜƴ ƴƻǘŜǎ άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǇ ŀǘ bƻƻƴ ǿŀǎ нлт 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ру ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦέ .ǳǘΣ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ōȅ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ άōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻƎ 
ώƛǎϐ нлу ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ нл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜǎΣ άǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ нн ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘƛǎ 9ǊǊƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ  Iƛǎ ƭƻƎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǉǳt him at мрмȏплΩ9. 

He finally puts 
Endeavour at noon at 
офȏосΩ{ ŀƴŘ ннȏннΩ 
west of Cape Farewell. 
This latter 
measurement puts him 
at мрлȏмфΩ9 (using 
²ƛƪƛŘŜŘƛŀΩǎ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘƛƴŀƭ 
measurement of Cape 
Farewell).  

{ƻΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
really solve my variation 
issue, but, I guess, 
reinforced the obvious, 
namely, that it has to do 
with differences in 
placing Cape Farewell. I 
now wonder what 

Cook's Journal 17 April 1770 

Cook has second thoughts at t imes 
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measurements were used to produce the map Cook across the Tasman ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
Endeavour at midday today is at мрлȏроΩ9 (or as close as I can calculate with a millimetre ruler!).  

tŜǊƘŀǇǎ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŜǿ minutes error, 
ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ /ƻƻƪΩǎ ǾƛŜǿΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, Apr 17, 2010   

Cape Farewell and Longitude  

Canberra, 17 April 2010 

I know I said I would be simply recording the position of the Endeavour as she made her way to New 
Holland and along the coast. One of the scourges of being anal retentive, however, is the need to 

get to the core of the issue and solve it! So the 
longitudinal conundrum got me intrigued. 

It would probably take more time than I want to devote to 
ƛǘ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ-
consuming enough to try to get a hold on what Cook was 
recording about Cape Farewell. He passed it twice ς once 
in each dƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƻ 
where he positions it. He says precious little the first time, 
going east, as he completes a circumnavigation of the 
South Island. Having sheltered and restocked over several 
days in a protected area of what he subsequently called 
Admiralty Bay, he headed out on the return journey home. 
He devotes a lot of time to the thinking behind that 
ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ƭƻƻƪΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ом aŀǊŎƘ мттлΦ 

On the first day out, he recorded a small island off the 
northern tip of the western arm of Admiralty Bay. The 
ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǘƛǇ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ /ŀǇŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ 
ƛǎƭŀƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ IŜ 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǘ плȏотΩ{ мтпȏрпΩ9 όƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ 
мурȏлсΩ²ύΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎǇƻǘ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǘƛǘǳŘŜΣ ōut out by 

ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ όǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ мтпȏ9ύΦ IŜ 
then records their farewell to Cape Farewell. Interestingly, 

ƘŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǎǎΣ ƻƴ нп aŀǊŎƘΣ άǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ L ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ /ŀǇŜ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ 
which will be given in their prƻǇŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ IŜΩǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ς obviously; and it shows 
from the ink colour and, possibly, a better nib. As they catch their last look at Cape Farewell, on 31 
aŀǊŎƘ мттлΣ ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ŀǎ плȏолΩ{ мтпȏлнΩ9 όƻǊΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ reckoning 
мурȏруΩ²ύΦ IŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŀȅǎ /ŀǇŜ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ όǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƭȅ ǘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ Lǎύ άōƻǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎ ŀǘ р 
ǇΦƳΦ ²Ŝǎǘ му ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ bƻǊǘƘΣ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ мн aƛƭŜǎΦέ  L ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ƘŜΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ƛǎ ǿŜǎǘ муȏ 
north of the cape. My rough calculation, on this basis (millimetre ruler and Google map), would put 
ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀǎ /ƻƻƪ ŘƻŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ мтнȏнфΩ9Φ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ мΦрȏΦ /ƻƻƪ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŜ ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ мтпȏннΩ9Φ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ 
1.5º diffŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ 

Cape Farewell and Spit 

http://southseas.nla.gov.au/journals/maps/38_tasmania.html
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LŦ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΣ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ /ƻƻƪΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ 
ǎŀƛƭǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ bŜǿ IƻƭƭŀƴŘΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ /ŀǇŜ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
going to be a difference in his recorded position and his real position; but a lot more than the 22 
minutes he thought (see earlier blog of 17 April immediately below).  

Cook 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
log his 31 
March 
midday 
bearings, 
which is 
unusual. 

He 
logged 
his 1 April noon position aǎ плȏмнΩ{ ŀƴŘ мȏммΩ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŜΦ hƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŎƪƻƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
Ƙƛǎ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ мтрȏооΩ9Φ .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŜΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀǘ 
мтоȏрнΩ9Φ !ƎŀƛƴΣ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ мΦрȏ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ  !ǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ why does the 
National Library map ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀǘ мтлȏмнΩ9Κ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ нлл ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǿŀǎ ŀƴŘ 
over 280 miles from where he thought he was (based on Zodiacal)! 

LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, Apr 18, 2010   

So Close to Land - but it's not there  

Canberra, 18 April 2010 

Cook is manifestly very excited. He writes with some agitation about seeing birds that are sure signs 
ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘΣ άƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΦέ IŜΩǎ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘΦ IŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ  ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
¢ŀǎƳŀƴΩǎ ƭƻƎ ƻǊ ŎƘŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ IŜΩŘ ƳŀŘŜ 
soundings every 2 hours aƭƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ άōǳǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƴƻ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ мнл ŦŀǘƘƻƳǎΦέ 

 They were having a better day of it than they experienced during the night. Late on the previous 
ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ Ƙƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ΨǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƭȅ ōǳǎǘŜǊΩΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ to know how typical 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ άŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŜŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǇǎŀƛƭǎΣ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ aŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ aƛȊŜƴ ¢ƻǇǎŀƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ Řƻǿƴ ¢ƻǇ 
Dŀƭƭŀƴǘ ¸ŀǊŘǎΦέ .ȅ сΦллǇƳΣ άǘƘŜ DŀƭŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƻōƭƛƎŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Foretopsail and Mainsail, and to run under the FoǊŜǎŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ aƛȊŜƴ ŀƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ  .ȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
муǘƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ άǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ aŀƛƴǎŀƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǘƻǇǎŀƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ bƻƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
aŀƛƴǘƻǇǎŀƛƭΣ ōƻǘƘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŜŜŦǘΦέ 

But still no land! 

/ƻƻƪ ǿǊƻǘŜ ά!ǘ bƻƻƴ ƻǳǊ [ŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ōȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ оу ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ 45 minutes South, Longitude from 
Cape Farewell 23 degrees 43 minutes West; and Course and distance run since Yesterday noon 
bƻǊǘƘ рм ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ²ŜǎǘΣ ун aƛƭŜǎΦέ ноȏпоΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀǇŜ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ƛǎ мпуȏруΩ9Φ 

 

Cook adds in reference to Cape Farewell 

http://southseas.nla.gov.au/journals/maps/36_nzcentral.html
http://www.zodiacal.com/tools/lat_table.php
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Monday, Apr 19, 2010   

Looking towards 25-29 April Voyage  

  

This is a Special Prelude to the 25-29 April Voyage 

Canberra, 19 April 2010 

Now that the Jervis Bay voyage is under way, I find my interest focussing on my voyage ς less than a 
week away. 

L Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘǊŀŎƛƴƎ /ƻƻƪΩǎ Ǌǳƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ LΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ 
before he sailed into Botany Bay on the 28th ς the same day we do.  

I have prepared a PDF document that reproduces the transcription of his journal for the days that 
Ƴȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ŎǊŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊΦ LΩǾŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ǳǇ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
obvious to see what happened on each day, i.e the day it happened. You can download it here: In 
and Around Botany Bay. 

 As we spend 25 April in Sydney Harbour, Cook was sailing past Jervis Bay.  Over the ensuing days, 
ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎŀƭƳŜŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ǎƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǊƻƎress. On the 27th, he tried to make a landing near 
ǘƻŘȅΩǎ .ǳƭƭƛ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦ ōŜŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ tƛǘȅΗ ²Ŝ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǇƛƴƴŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
surf boat event. Beaten by the surf, he went on and next morning, the 28thΣ άǿŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊΩŘ ŀ .ŀȅΣ 
whiŎƘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻƭƭŜǊŀōƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΩŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǿƛƴŘǎΣ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
{ƘƛǇΦέ  !ƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘΦ 

As for today, 19 April, that also was a significant day. He finally laid eyes on New Holland. 

 Cook was taking no 
chances at this stage. All 
his professional skills 
and instincts told him 
that land must be close; 
and the depth of water 
under him would 
reduce. He άōǊƻǳƎƘǘ 
ǘƻƻέ ŀǘ мΥллŀƳ ōǳǘ мол 
fathoms of line 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
ōƻǘǘƻƳΦ IŜΩŘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ 
the topsails during the 
night but reset them at 

рΥллŀƳ άŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŜŜŦΩǘΦέ   

!ǘ сΥллŀƳΣ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΥ άǎŀǿ ƭŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǊǘƘ-East to West, distance 5 or 6 Leagues, 
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ул ŦŀǘƘƻƳǎΣ ŦƛƴŜ ǎŀƴŘȅ ōƻǘǘƻƳΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

Point Hicks Lighthouse 

http://motorcyclemeanders.com/doc/IN_AND_AROUND_BOTANY_BAY.pdf
http://motorcyclemeanders.com/doc/IN_AND_AROUND_BOTANY_BAY.pdf
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finally heading out north-east along tƘŜ ǎƘƻǊŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ έǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘƳƻǎǘ ƭŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ ǎƛƎƘǘΦέ !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎǘŀƎŜ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ отȏруΩ{ мпфȏнмΩ9 όнмлȏофΩ²ύΦ   

/ƻƻƪ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴƻƻƴ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ отȏрлΩ{ мпфȏомΩ9 όнмлȏннΩ²ύΦ .ȅ ƴƻǿΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘ 
formations and giving them names. He will continue to do this all the way up the coast. The first of 
these was Point Hicks. (See map at blog of 13 April.) 

The light was known as Cape Everard from 1843 until 1970 when it was changed 
back to Point Hicks. It seem that there was some doubt to whether this was 
Cook's first landfall in Australia, in 1770, because Cook had not taken account of 
crossing the International Date Line when recording his log. Therefore it was not 
challenged when the cape was latter named Everard. In the lead up to Cooks bi-
centenary research was undertaken and the case was presented successfully to 
restore the rightful name.  The area remains largely unchanged from the time it 
was first sighted back in 1770.  

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, Apr 20, 2010   

Start of the coastal run north  

Canberra, 20 April 2010 

Today, if effect, begins the long run up the east coast of what would be called Australia.  

Cook records that yesterday they saw three water sprouts, two of them between the ship and the 
ŎƻŀǎǘΦ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴŜΗ 

The 19th ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎƻǳΩǿŜǎǘŜǊƭȅ ŀƭƭ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ άǎŜǾŜǊŜ 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦέ 

At 6.00pm they 
άǎƘƻǊǘƴŜŘ ǎŀƛƭΣ and 
brought too for the 
bƛƎƘǘΦέ  /ƻƻƪ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǎǘ 
land in sight bore North 
by East 1/2 East, and a 
small Island lying close 
to a point on the Main 
bore West, distant 2 
Leagues. This point I 
have named Cape 
IƻǿŜΦέ IŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ 
how to recognise it and 
gave its coordinates 
that a GPS today would 
verify. 

Gabo Is and Cape Howe... 
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IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ¢ƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ Dŀōƻ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛŜǎ ƻŦŦ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
distinctive point, which logically would seem to be Cape Howe. Could he have seen beyond the 
island to the further northern point? Cape Howe today is the point further north, the border point 
between Victoria and New South Wales. So is there some doubt about which point Cook named?  

  

Cook recorded his noon position, as usual, and then commented thaǘ ά¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƎŀǾŜ 
us an opportunity to View the Country, which had a very agreeable and promising aspect, 
diversified with hills, ridges, plains, and Valleys, with some few small lawns; but for the most part 
the whole was covered with wood, the hills and ridges rise with a gentle slope; they are not high, 

neither are there many of them.ò 
 
LΩǾŜ ƴƻǿ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ όǎŜŜ ōƭƻƎ ƻŦ мо !ǇǊƛƭύ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ /ƻƻƪΩǎ Ǌǳƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
days of the 25-19 April voyage.  
 

 

 

 

Tuesday, Apr 20, 2010   

Cook's Endeavour on 25-29 April  

Canberra, 20 April 2010 

²ƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǳǊ Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ia. 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊΣ L ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ 
what happened to Lt James Cook on the corresponding days of 25-нф !ǇǊƛƭΦ Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀōƭŜ 
to do it day by day as it happens. It might be hard enough sitting or standing in one place, let alone 
using a computer. And who knows how far away from Next G we might be! 

L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƻƴ мф !ǇǊƛƭ όōŜƭƻǿύ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƻƴ нр !ǇǊƛƭΣ /ƻƻƪ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦ WŜǊǾƛǎ .ŀȅΦ IŜΩŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛǘΣ 
having been pretty much due east of it at noon on 24 April. Following his ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜŀǎȅΣ 
ŀǎ LΩǾŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜ όǇƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ t5C ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΥ In and 
About Botany Bay. 

 

On 25 April, he spends some time 
talking about Jervis Bay, even though, 
by then, he was well beyond it. In fact, 
ǿƘƛƭŜ LΩƳ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜƴ ŀƴ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ 
expert ς ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
meaning or significance of comments 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Variation to be, by the Amplitude, 7 
degrees 50 minutes East, by several 
!ȊƛƳǳǘƘǎ т ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ рп ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 9ŀǎǘέ ς 
LΩŘ ǿŀƎŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ǝƻǘ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
location of some of his landmarks 
correct! 

Anyway, on 25 April, while we watch 
in awe as HMB Endeavour eases away 

ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ƳƻƻǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ IŀǊōƻǳǊ .ǊƛŘƎŜΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ōȅ ƴƻǿ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛŦ ǿŜΩŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ 

Chart of Botany Bay 

http://motorcyclemeanders.com/doc/IN_AND_AROUND_BOTANY_BAY.pdf
http://motorcyclemeanders.com/doc/IN_AND_AROUND_BOTANY_BAY.pdf

